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Headline: Olympics to air for everyone

BROADCAST RIGHTS

Olympics to air for everyone

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

The country’s Olympics broadcast
rights holder insists all viewers will be
able to watch the games this month,
the National Broadcasting and Tele-
communications Commission (NBTC)
said yesterday.

Television Pool of Thailand, or TV
Pool, says it will broadcast all copy-
righted programmes from London to
all viewers regardless of their reception
platforms, NBTC’s broadcasting com-
mittee chairman Natee Sukonrat said
after meeting TV Pool chairman Lt
Gen Sunthorn Sophonsiri.

The broadcasting committee yes-
terday also approved a draft of ““must-
carry”’ rules after more than three
months of study.

The rules are intended to ensure
the availability of free-TV programmes
for all viewers using different signal
reception platforms in light of broadcast
restrictions that came into play during
the Euro 2012 football tournament.

Under the must-carry rules, free-
TV broadcasters must transmit all their
content through all broadcast platforms
in the country without any conditions.

Companies holding broadcast rights
such as those for Euro 2012 must be
aware of the must-carry rules before
striking any deals with free-TV oper-
ators, Col Natee said.

The new rules follow complaints by
True Visions subscribers that they could
not watch live Euro 2012 soccer
matches carried on free-TV channels.

The NBTC will submit draft must-
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carry rules to its board on July 18.
They are expected to come into effect
before the Games start on July 27.

However, the rules will not be
applied to broadcasts on the internet
or other new media as content could
end up being transmitted abroad.

The NBTC’s broadcasting committee
yesterday also approved drafts for an
infrastructure licence, network provider
licence and service providing licence
for digital TV.

The country’s TV roadmap calls for
the shifting of all analogue services to
a digital platform within 10 years.

Stations using the analogue system
will gradually switch from January 2015,
with 80% of urban households expected
to switch in five years, and all house-
holds expected to switch in 10 years.
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NBTC AGREES
‘MUST CARRY"
TV BROADCAST

WATCHIRANONT THONGTEP
THENATION

Inabid toensure thatalmost 7 mil-
lion satellite-TV viewers have
access 1o live broadcasts of the
Summer Olympic Games in
London, the National Broad-
casting and Telecommunication
Commission (NBTC) yesterday
approved “mustcarry”rules, which
will be put before a public hearing
next Monday.

The aim is to announce the reg-
ulationsin the Royal Gazettebefore
the Games begin on July 27.

Of 22 million households
nationwide, about 6.8 million that
watch free-TV programmes via
satellite receivers are currently at
risk of missing outon the Olympics
after TV Pool and the Public
Relations Department’s National
Broadcasting Television (NBT)
said they had acquired the rights
fromthe Asia-Pacific Broadcasting
Union (ABU) to broadcast using a
terrestrial signal only.

The TV Pool comprises
BEC’s ThaiTV3, the Army’s TV5,
BBTV’s Channel7 and MCOT’s
Modernine TV.

“The coming must-carry rules
will considerably guarantee Thais'
basic right to access all free-to-air
TV content in the Kingdom, with-
out any conditions,” Natee Sukon-
rat, chairman ofthe NBTC's broad-
casting committee, said yesterday.

With the panel having approved
the draft rules, they will go before
a public hearing at Century Park
Hotel during the afternoon of July
16. The revised draft will then be
submitted for NTBC approval on
July 18, before the regulations are
announced in the Royal Gazette.

Under the must-carry rules,
transmission frequencies for radio
or television broadecasting and
telecommunication are considered
national resources for the public
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interest.

Therefore, {ree-to-air TV oper-
ators must be responsible for pro-
viding pliblic broadcasting servic-
es acrofs: the country on any
platform.

Moreover, those companiesthat
hold media rights to such events as
the quadrennial Euro soccer tour-
nament must be aware of this reg-
ulation before striking any deals
with {ree-TV operators.

The must-carry rules are
expected to be imposed on both
existing analog terrestrial televi-
sion channels and coming digital
services.

Once the NBTC issues licences
for digital TV broadcasting, net-
work providers must carry public
broadcasting services, suchasNBT
and ThaiPBS. However, network
providers will beableto select com-
mercial channels voluntarily.

Meanwhile, Supinya Klangna-~
rong, the NBTC member in the
watchdog’s subcommittee for con-
sumer protection, hasdiscussed the
issue with Prime Minister's Office’
Minister Woravat Auapinyakul,
whose officeisresponsible forover-
seeing NBT, in a bid to open nego-
tiations with the ABU over extend-
ing the current rights or acquiring
furtherrightstobroadcast viasatel-
lite TV, if needed.

Speaking as chairman of TV
Pool, Lt-General Chatchai Sari-
kulya, president of the Royal Thai
ArmyRadio and Teleyision Station,
last week confirmed that the pool
would bring the main live compe-
tition during the Olympics to all
Thais, as its members had done
four years ago when the Games
were held in Beijing.

Inaseparate matter, the NBTC's
broadcasting committee yesterday
also approved the draft authorityto
import, produce and distribute set-
top boxes to pay-television opera-
tors, as well as draft regulations
governing licences for digital ter-
restrial broadcasting for three types
of licences - for providers of infra~
structure, networks and services.

Natee said the two drafts would
go before a public hearing soon,
and would come into effect within
the next couple of months.
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